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or to look objectively at Douglas* relatives. An objective viewpoint
helped her to realize that Douglas* family might sometimes cherish
her, but at other times would regard her as an interloper.
During the months of counseling when Henrietta was developing
objectivity and maturity5 something very pleasant occurred. Doug-
las suggested on his own volition that he adopt his stepson, John.
This had long been an unspoken hope of Henrietta. There had
been a difference in Douglas' treatment of the three youngsters.
After the adoption, he treated all three as his sons.
Not long ago Henrietta pleased Douglas by arranging a show for
brother Tim; none of his pictures sold, but at the show Tim made
contact with various motion picture executives, and it appeared a
job was in the offing. John is active in Little League baseball, and
Douglas has become such a fan that he has missed several sessions
with the clan in order to drive his adopted son to games in other
neighborhoods.
Henrietta, with a laugh, sums up the present situation with: *TTou
might describe me as being like the woman whose husband used to
keep an elephant in the parlor but now is satisfied just to keep a
medium-sized bear."
Henrietta and Douglas Baldwin did not achieve unqualified suc-
cess in straightening out their affairs. Both were vain and stubborn.
Both clung to unrealistic notions of independence. However, each
treasured and loved the other and really wanted to continue in the
marriage. In the end, they accomplished a workable compromise.
They and the other couples struggling with in-law problems
settled most of their differences by learning what made them per-
sonally tick—or not tick, as the case might be. It is doubtful their
marriages would have run smoothly if the mothers, fathers, sisters,
and brothers, who touched off so many explosions, had not existed.
Once the husbands and wives learned to understand themselves
and each other, they simultaneously learned to cope with their in-
laws.

